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touch with people of philanthropic intentions (many
of them belonging to the Society of Friends) who
might help his work, including a group in France
who were urged to form a French Committee, and
the venerable John Wesley, who expressed his warm
sympathy with the Committee and its objects.
The subject was raised in the House of Commons
in 1788. In the following year Clarkson travelled
to Paris to meet Lafayette, Necker and others inter-
ested in the cause of African freedom, and stayed
six months. The laborious character of his work
is shown by the correspondence which he carried
on with Mirabeau, to whom he wrote every other
day for a month a letter of from sixteen to twenty
pages in length. After some time the burden of
these labours completely broke down his health, and
for nine years Clarkson was laid aside. For seven
years he had kept up a correspondence with 400
people with his own hand, having travelled 35,000
miles, his mind, as he described it, being always " on
the stretch."
Meanwhile, the campaign against the Trade, in
Parliament, went on with varying fortunes, but on
the whole with growing success for the abolitionists.
Clarkson testified that Wilberforce was assiduous in
producing every argument that could be brought to
bear against the trade, and that Pitt and Fox took an
active part in every debate on the side of freedom.
Some of the West Indian planters began to weaken
in their opposition. On regaining his health Clark-